Introduction

... in its spiritual meaning asceticism stands for nothing
less than the essence of the Twice-Born philosophy. It
symbolises, lamely enough, no doubt, but sincerely, the
belief that there is an element of wrongness in this world,
which is neither to be ignored nor evaded, but which
must be squarely met and overcome by an appeal to the
soul's heroic resources, and neutralised and cleansed
away by suffering.

Another but similar account of this type is given in Tke
Ideas of the Fall and Original Sin by the late Dr. N. P.
Williams (1924), from whom, in this discussion, I have taken
many ideas; his work was almost certainly known to Eliot.n

But the 'twice-born' man, the *sick soul*, the Augus-
tine or the Bunyan, blessed or cursed from birth with
the mysterious heritage of neural and emotional in-
stability, whose passions have been transformed, whose
communion with God and peace of mind have been won
through the paroxysm of instantaneous conversion,
thinks of himself as a 'brand plucked from the burning*
by no effort or volition of his own, and of his unconvert-
ed nature as saturated with moral evil and intrinsically
hateful to God even before and apart from any particular
transgression of His law.

Certainly Harry is a sick soul; certainly he passes through
a paroxysm of instantaneous conversion; certainly he has a
mysterious nervous inheritance from his father's un-love
for, and attempts to murder his wife; certainly he sees the
world and himself saturated with moral evil, and certainly
he departs at the end of the play to seek out some form of
asceticism, where the broken stones lie fang up. It a little
spoils the effect of his departure that he leaves for the
wilderness in a chauffeur-driven motor-car, but I do not
think we are meant to mock him for it; his mother says
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